Minutes of the Meeting of the Welney Parish Council
held in the Parish Hall, Welney

on Tuesday 6th November, 2007 commencing at 7 p.m.

Present

Cllr.K.Goodger (Chairman)  Cllrs. E.Allen, T.Bennett, M. Brown, C.Freer, M. Jones S.Kerr,  G.Tomkins,  M. Wallington  and the Clerk.  

Also present: Dist.Cllr.D.Pope, Dist.Cllr.V. Spikings,  Mr.W.Sutton (Christchurch Parish Council), F.Humm (Upwell Parish Council) and approximately 40 members of the public..

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Mr. Keith Brown of Anglian Water who had been invited to attend the meeting to brief Councillors on the

proposed Sewage Scheme for Welney.  He went onto explain that only residents of Welney would be allowed to ask questions, if there was time, following questions from Councillors.  He further explained that he would be suggestion an Open Meeting between Welney,  Christchurch and Upwell  Parish Councils, all of whom have residents who could be affected by the scheme.

Mr. Brown then addressed the meeting and explained that the proposed scheme would be a vacuum system collecting sewage from Welney into vacuum pipes leading to a vacuum pumping station.  No planning application for this has yet been submitted but it was hoped that this would be done in the next few weeks.  From the vacuum

Pumping station, the sewage would then be pumped to a sewage treatment works, the position of which has not yet been decided.  The programme is to start work in Welney in about July 2008 with completion around the middle of 2009.  The scheme would probably involve some road closures during the 12 month period of the work and as much notice as possible will be given of these closures.  He confirmed that Anglian Water would be holding an Open Day possibly in the Parish Hall around March/April 2008 and all those residents in the catchment area will be invited to attend and discuss the likelihood of their properties being connected,  or not.  Connection to the scheme is voluntary and not compulsory.  He explained that the scheme will cost in the region of £2.5 to £3 million.  Anglian Water would provide all the pipework and vacuum pots (manhole size) to supply each property free of charge, but that individual customers would be responsible for making the connection from their current drainage system to the vacuum pot.  He also explained that if a resident decided not to connect at the time the scheme was installed, this was their choice, but if after completion of the scheme they then requested connection, the cost would be considerably increased.  He advised that an estimated cost for connection from the vacuum pot while the scheme is being installed would be in the region of about £120 per linear meter.

Mr, Brown then answered questions from Councillors:

He was asked why Tipps End has not been included in the scheme.  He explained that when the original scheme was requested, it was more than likely that no need was confirmed in Tipps End, and because no actual application had been received, the hamlet had been left out of the equation.  He confirmed that he considered it was too late at this stage, to include then in the present scheme, but if a request was received from a minimum of two properties then the matter could be reconsidered.

He was then asked about the proposed sewage treatment works.  He explained that the Anglian Water’s preferred system was a Lagoon System.  Mr. Brown confirmed that there are some of these already in existence in Norfolk and they have proved to be very successful.  Various concerns were expressed by Councillors and members of the public regarding the siting of the Treatment Works and he confirmed that although they had been looking at a particular site, nothing had been decided and at least five other sites were being considered.  No planning applications had been made.  He gave details of the size of the lagoons and the depth of water, and how the sewage would be treated. and how the lagoons would work,

Concern was also expressed regarding any discharges into the Old Croft River, and 

Information was given regarding flow rates and how the flow works in the River and how it could be affected.  The Chairman confirmed that no application had been received by the Middle Level Commissioners regarding an outflow into the River, but this would be looked at very carefully once an application was tabled.

Mr.Brown handed round copies of a plan showing the catchment area of the proposed works.

The Chairman then thanked Mr.Brown for attending the meeting and for giving us the information, and advised those present that the Parish Council Meeting would begin at 8 p.m.

1.  Apologies for absence

No apologies were received,

2.  Declaration of Interest

The Chairman declared an Interest in Item 5 on the Agenda. (subsequently to become Item 6)

The Chairman then proposed that Public Participation shown on the Agenda as Item 6 should be moved to Item 3, so that any members of the public who wished to raise any matters would not have to sit through too much of the business.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr. Jones and agreed.

3.  Public Participation

The Chairman then invited those present to raise any items for consideration and the following points were raised and briefly discussed:

a. Working of the Sluice Gates at Welmore Lake Sluice.  The Chairman advised that this would be covered later in the meeting when he gave a report of his visit to the Denver Sluice complex.

b. A formal objection to the Sewage Scheme was tabled by a Tipps End Resident.

c. Would surface water be allowed to enter the new sewage system?  Mr.Brown explained that only foul water would be allowed in the system.  All surface water should be dealt with by the property owners by means of a soakaway etc.

d. A question was raised regarding the Parish Council and Parish Hall finances and the meeting was advised that copies of the accounts are available for a small charge.

e. The question of traffic speeding through the Village was raised, and the meeting was advised that persons are being trained to use speed cameras and these would be deployed throughout the area, as soon as practicable. 

4.  Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October, 2007 having been circulated to Councillors were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.

5.  Matters Arising

1.  Meadow Lane – Two letters dated 8th and 22nd October had been received from           Mr, Smith and copies of the letters together with replies were circulated to    Councillors for their information.  Nothing further had been heard at the date of the  meeting.

2.  Village Bus Service -  Depsite e-mails and telephone calls and letters. It had not

      been possible to obtain a copy of the Norfolk Green timetable.  It was agreed to

       ask  C.Cllr.Humphrey if he could assist. 

3.    Parish Council Christmas Dinner – The Chairman asked those interested to contact him direct.

6.  First Time Sewage for Welney

A letter dated 15th October had been received from the Environment Agency regarding Application by Anglian Water Services to Discharge Treated Sewage effluent from a proposed new sewage treatment works between Welney and Christchurch, Norfolk.  Councillors had been circulated with a copy of the letter and a plan.  The Chairman declared an interest in this matter as the proposed discharge point was on land that he farmed, and Cllr. Kerr (Vice-chairman) took the Chair.   Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Tomkins and agreed that we cannot make any comments until such time as the actual site is known.  The Chairman then returned to the meeting.  It was agreed that we ask Mr.Brown for a copy of the catchment plan, and we must keep pressure on the A.W.S. and E.A. for information as and when they decide on a site,  The Chairman suggested that it might be a good idea

To arrange a joint meeting with Welney, Christchurch and Upwell Parish Councils and also the action group from Tipps End, and a decision could be made on this in due course.

7.  Finance.

The following accounts were received for payment, and on the proposition of Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Kerr, and agreed, the cheques were signed:

MHB Services – Lighting Maintenance for

Street lights 13.10.07 to 12.12.07

Cheque No. 100957







104 . 55

Borough Council – Emptying Dog Bins

1.7.07 to 30.9.07  

Cheque No. 100958






  
49 . 03

Mrs.P.Copeman – Clerks Salary


240 . 16

Postage





  12 . 24

Telephone Calls



  
  24 . 75

Stationary 





  18 . 94

Paper for Flyers




   5 . 00

301 . 09

Cheque No. 100958


The Clerk confirmed that she had received a letter from Welney St.Mary Church requesting consideration for the annual grant for the upkeep of the Churchyard, and this would be considered at the January meeting as in the past.

Confirmation had also been received of the clerks Salary increase for 2007/8 and it was agreed to include this on the Agenda for the next meeting.

8.  Parish Hall 

The electricity meters were checked and £9.00 was removed.

The clerk confirmed to the meeting that bookings have increased particularly for November and December and gave details of the bookings already received.  A request was made to ensure that the access doors are always kept clear when people hire the hall, as difficulties had been experienced in the past with people blocking the doorways with vehicles.

9.  Elgoods & Proposed New Community Centre

A brief report was presented to the meeting, following the visit of Janice Howell of the Norfolk Rural Community Council on 29th October.  She provided much advice and information regarding possible funding, planning etc., and the best way forward for the proposed new community centre.  She promised to send information to the Council and confirmed that all details of the proposed building and site, have to be firmly in place before any application for funding can be made.  Details of possible funding sources were noted.

Each Councillor had been presented with a breakdown of the results obtained from the Flyers which had been circulated around the village, relating to the possible site for the new community centre.  Two Options were given.  Option 1 – Site of the existing pavilion, and Option 2 – on the top left hand corner of the playing field.  45 forms had been returned, and 18 voted for Option 1, 22 for Option 2, with 4 not wanting either site.  There was then a discussion regarding both options, and concern was expressed by Mr.Loveday on behalf of the Cricket Club, that if we opted for Option 2 then it would no longer be possible to play cricket on the field, because there would be insufficient space.  It was then proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Wallington and agreed that Option 1 – the site of the existing pavilion would be the best site.  It was further proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Wallington that a Working Party should be formed to start the planning process for the new Community Centre. Cllrs.Tomkins, Freer, Wallington and Mr. Loveday agreed to serve on the Working Party and the Chairman would also attend.  The Working Party would report back to the Parish Council on a regular basis.

Following the last meeting the Clerk had contacted Elgoods who had agreed to alter the wording of the third point relating to the site of the Parish hall, and a further letter had been received from them.  The new letter was acceptable to all and confirmation

Will be sent to Elgoods.

An e-mail had been received from George Shelton of the Environment Agency dated 22nd October confirming that the District Valuer appears to be dragging his heels with regard to a revised valuation of the Hall Site.  Mr.Shelton agreed to press the D.V. for his figure at the earliest opportunity.

A letter had been received from Jolliffe’s at Peterborough asking if we were still interested in purchasing the area of Glebe Land fronting Sandgate Terrace field.  The clerk had replied stating that our plans had now changed and we were not in a position to proceed any further with this land at the present.

10.  Playing Field

1. Confirmation had been received that the moles are still causing a problem on the playing field, and the mole catcher had been asked to make a return visit.  It was agreed to ask what he would charge to make a visit on a monthly basis to keep the moles under control.

2. Cllr.Kerr confirmed that he had attended the pavilion to try and mend the tap but had found this impossible to do.  Cllr.Tomkins agreed to have a look,  and a notice would be displayed advising users of the pavilion that the water was turned off at the stopcock in the ladies toilet.  

11.   Correspondence

1. Copy of The Playing Field – Norfolk Playing Fields Association Newsletter.

2. C.P.R.E. 25.10.07 – Light Polution guidance Notes and Standard Clause for inclusion in planning applications decisions.  All agreed.

3. Norfolk Police – Advice on Crime Prevention in Churches and details of the mobile police unit.

4. Borough Council – 25.10.07 – Post Office closures Plan

5. East Cambs Local Development Framework Core strategy Amendment Preferred Options Paper – e-mail information

6. Funding Opportunities – October, 2007-11-07

7. Downham Market Area Local Action Group – minutes of meeting on 12.10.07 – next meeting is on 9th November.

8. Borough Council Sports Development Update Newsletter

9. Norfolk Police Authority 9.10.07 Local Policing Summary

10. N.C.A.P.T.C. Copy of Norfolk Link and details of an Autumn Seminar on Young, Old and Diverse – 8.12.07 at Racecourse Inn, Rackheath.  Also circulated to all councillors is a copy of an Item from Norfolk Link regarding Public Participation and Declaration of Interests, for use at meetings.   All agreed to instigate this with immediate effect.

11. Citizens Advice Bureau 8.10.07 West Norfolk CAB Relocation Funding Appeal, Asking for donations to improve technology and provide a congenial office.

12. Llewelyn Davies Yeang 31.10.07 Strategic Housing land availability Assessment for Borough Council of K.L. and West Norfolk

13. The Queen Elizabeth Hospital, King’s Lynn 1.11.07  Your Hospital, Your Say - Consultation Document on becoming a Foundation Trust

14. Norfolk rural Community Council 30.10.07 Details of how to create a new webpage.

15. East Cambs District Council – Statement of Proposal matters and public participation Amendments to Development Plan Document

16. R.G.Maintenance Services 1.11.07  Details of their grass cutting contracts for the 2008 season

17. Borough Council – Parish Training and Information – 4 representatives from each parish, confirmation required by 14.11.07  To be held on Wednesday 5th November at the Town Hall, Downham Market.  Cllr.Brown expressed an interest in attending.

12.  Plans and Planning Matters 
The following planning refusal was received:

Change of use and conversion of barn to dwelling (renewal) at The Barn, Highfield House, Wisbech Road, Welney (Mr. Green and Ms.Henderson)  The original application was not put before council for consideration as it was lost during the postal strike,  The Clerk received it six weeks late.  She contacted the Council and explained the situation.

A letter was received from the Borough Council dated 8th October, 2007 regarding Norfolk Structure Plan and Borough wide Local Plan saved policies,

13.  Village Development Area Plans


Following the last meeting the Clerk had checked with County Office and had been 

advised that the Chairman only needed to leave the room for an area that directly concerned him and should not have left for the whole debate.  The Chairman then confirmed that he would like to re-visit this matter.  However a written notice to put the matter back on the Agenda signed by himself and two councillors is required otherwise under rule 35 of the Standing Orders the matter cannot be discussed for six months.  Such written notice would be presented to the next meeting.

14.  Highway Matters
1. Cllr.Bennett reported that the pollarding of the trees on the Wash Road had been carried out and a very good job had been done.  However due to time restrictions some of the trees had not received any attention. The most urgent tree on the right by the bridge is in danger of blowing over and it was agreed to ask if they could attend to this as soon as possible.

2. Cllr.Tomkins reported that he had been in touch with the Police as a private individual regarding speeding vehicles in Welney.  It was agreed to circulate the form to councillors and discuss the matter at the next meeting.

3. Cllr.Tomkins also raised the question of additional traffic that would be generated 

by the proposed new development at Mereham.  He confirmed that he had obtained a copy of the Mereham newsletter and it was agreed that a copy would be circulated to councillors for consideration at the next meeting.  Contact would also be made with the Highways at Cambridgeshire County Council.  Whilst not immediately on our doorstep,  it was felt it might be useful to join the campaign as a journey to the Cambridge/Ely area is already very congested with traffic.

15.  Environmental Issues.

1. Ouse Washes – Cllr.Bennett confirmed that there is no urgency for a Group Meeting to be called at the present time, but is hopeful this is something that can be done in a couple of months,  He reported that he had been in touch with the Ouse Washes Strategy Group and they had provided a list of the requirements which have to be met to enable the Parish Council to join the group.  It was agreed to circulate this to all councillors for discussion at the next meeting.

2.  The Chairman then gave a report on his visit to the Denver Complex on the 25th 

      October for the Ouse Flood Plan Meeting.  A tour of the Denver Complex had

      taken place together with a CD about the Denver Site.  At 3.30 they had boarded

      a coach to Welney and visited the Wash Road.  Much information had been given

      and received and it was reported that Black and Veech are preparing a study of

      the whole situation which should be completed towards the middle of next year.

      He produced two leaflets presented to him on the day and copies of these would

      be made and circulated to councillors.

3.,  Cardboard recycling.  Enquiries had been made but it appears that all domestic

Cardboard can be included in the recyling wheelie bins and all business waste

      Should be disposed of either by the owner, or by paying the Council to take it.                                                                                                                                                          

      Away.  They do not have specific bins for cardboard other than at specific recycling centres,

4. It was reported to the meeting that the W.W.T. have now accepted that they are responsible for the shooting from Hale Drove to Welney Sluice.  They are now carrying out careful monitoring of the situation because of illegal shooting.

5.   Croft River – Cllr.Bennett asked if a future scheme could be considered for the             cleaning and tidying up of the Croft River to make it a village amenity rather than an eye-sore,

16.  W.A.S.H. Committee

It was confirmed that a meeting of the Committee was held on 2nd November, and it had been agreed to hold an Open Day on 16th February, 2008.  This would take the theme of Weddings, and a notice would appear in the Welney News asking residents (whether or not they were married at Welney) if they would be prepared for a wedding picture to be included in the archive.  Soup, Rolls, Tea and Coffee would be served on the day.  It was also proposed to arrange a visit during the Summer Months, hopefully to Elgoods Brewery.  Other suggestions were also received for future visits.

Cllr.Brown had also suggested that should the Children of Welney Fayre be held next year, that the committee should ask permission to have a marquee at the event and display some of the photographs and information so far received.

The Committee also discussed the possibility of obtaining an A3  printer/copier, and the Clerk confirmed that at some time the Parish Council were going to have to replace the present photocopier which is getting very old.  It was agreed to obtain some prices and report back to the next meeting.

.17.   Parish Action Plan.

Cllr.Bennett confirmed that he is arranging a meeting which will be held before the end of next week, and he is hopeful that the Plan will be ready for printing by the end of November.

18.  Items for next Agenda

1.  January Parish Council Meeting – the first Tuesday will be the 1st of January and it was agreed that the meeting will be moved to the second Tuesday,


.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, and declared the meeting closed at 9.58 p.m.  

Signed… …K. Goodger ………………………………… (Chairman.)          

Dated ……11th December, 2007………………………………

