Minutes of the Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in the Parish Hall, Welney

on Monday 9th July, 2007 at 7 .30 p.m.

Present

Cllr.K.Goodger (Chairman)  Cllrs., M.Brown, T.Bennett  C.Freer, M.Jones, S. Kerr,  G.Tomkins, M. Wallington  and the Clerk.


Also present : Dist.Cllr.V.Spikings, C.Cllr.H Humphrey and 1 member of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

1.  Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr.E.Allen and Dist.Cllr.D.Pope

2.  Declaration of Interest

No interests were declared.

3.  Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th June, 2007 having been circulated to Councillors were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.  Cllr.Bennett

abstained as he was not present at the meeting on 13th June.

4.  Matters Arising

1. Following the collection organised for Wendy and Peter Redman and Carol Connor a 

significant sum of money was raised.  A selection of garden furniture including table and four chairs, wooden recliners and a parasol were purchased together with smaller items, and the presentation was made to Wendy and Carol at the Village Shop at 3.45 p.m. on Saturday 16th June, 2007  Approximately 50 parishioners turned out for the occasion.

2      Meadow Lane – The Clerk confirmed that a package of information had been sent to Mr.Smith together with an invoice to cover the cost.  A reply was received on the morning of the meeting, enclosing a Postal Order and requesting further information from the records.  He asked for the records to be searched back to 1980.  It was agreed to seek advice from County Office as to whether we are legally required to go back this far, and to reply to Mr.Smith as soon as possible.

3.     No Smoking Requirements – The clerk reminded Councillors that whilst all the notices had been displayed there was still not a suitable outside ashtray.  Cllr.Jones produced an

ashtray to be installed on the outside of the hall, which he kindly donated and Cllr.Kerr

agreed to install it.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr.Jones, and he was asked to obtain a

second one for installation on the Pavilion, invoice to be sent to the Parish Council.


4     Welney Village Signs – This matter would be dealt with under the Highways section

5.     A request was received at the last meeting to consider changing the day of the Parish Council meeting.  Following discussion it was agreed to move the meeting from the 2nd Wednesday to the 1st Tuesday in each month, commencing in September, 2007.  However as the Clerk is away for two weeks holiday at the end of July, the August meting will be held on 3rd Tuesday in August – 21st August, 2007

6. Posting Box – The Clerk confirmed that following the closure of the Post Office the posting box had been sealed and had not been replaced.  She had written to the distribution office at Wisbech asking when it was going to be resited but so far no reply had been received

7.     The Chairman confirmed that Christopher Fraser M.P. would be attending Welney on Friday 13th July, 2007 between 3.30 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. to meet the residents and answer questions.  He handed out copies of fliers, which councillors agreed to deliver around the village to let everyone know of the visit.



5.  Public Participation

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for Public Participation.  Several matters were raised and will be dealt with later in the minutes following which the meeting was re-convened.

6.  Meeting Reports 

There were no meeting reports.

7.  Finance.

The following accounts have been received and on the proposition of Cllr.Brown, seconded by Cllr. Jones, and agreed, the cheques were signed:

1. MHN Services Limited

Lighting Maintenance 13.6.07 top 12.8.07

Cheque No. 100941






104 . 55

2. Welney Croft Cricket Club

Half years grass cutting on Playing Field

Cheque No. 100942






362 . 50

3.  Mrs.P.Copeman – Clerks Salary

240 . 16




          Postage


  10 . 73




          Telephone

  18 . 35

           Paper and Ink

  20 . 00

            289 . 24

4 Fenland Fire Appliance Company

Servicing fire extinguishers in the pavilion

Cheque No. 100945






 39 . 30

5. Anglian Water – Water supply 7.12.06 to 2.7.07

Cheque No. 100944






 31 . 10

Paid by direct debit – Power Gen – Electricity supply to

Parish Hall –Due on 12th July


  78 . 19

Paid by direct debut – Power Gen – Electricity supply to

Pavilion due 16th July



101 . 40

It was unanimously agreed that the two invoices for Powergen were very expensive and the Clerk was requested to contact the company to see if better rates could be negotiated.

The following invoice was received in respect of the Parish Hall and on the proposition of Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Brown and agreed the cheque was signed

1. Anglian Water – Water supply 7.12.06 to 2.7.07

Cheque no. 100380







  43 . 14

Money received : Mr.Smith, Meadow Farm, Welney




    Cost of providing copies and searching records




    For Meadow Lane enquiry     10 . 04

Parish Hall Insurance

The Clerk supplied copies of a letter from Mr.Ambrose of Cheffins confirming his valuation of the Parish Hall for Insurance purposes.  He felt that the sum of £60,000 would be a fair insurance figure, and it was agreed to confirm with Zurich that this should be the sum.  On receipt of the renewal papers, the Insurance could then be paid.

8.  Parish Hall 

1. The electricity meters were emptied before the meeting and total of £7.00 was removed.

.

2. The Final July Draw for the 100 Club then took place and the winners were

1st Prize
£50.00

20

Mrs.Barbara Seaton

2nd Prize
£25.00

40

Mrs. Karen Fleming

3rd Prize
£15.00

93

Mr. Roy Dunn

4th Prize
£10.00

77

Mrs.Julie Jones.


       The cheques for these winners were drawn and signed.

3.  A copy of the Norfolk Association of Village Halls Newsletter for July 2007 was received.

9.  Elgoods Proposed Development.


The Clerk confirmed that following the last meeting she had written to Mr.Dick Carter

setting out all the points agreed at that meeting and offering council’s full support to their 

Plans.    No reply had been received and following discussion it was agreed that it is now time to move forward and if nothing has been heard fro the Carter Family by the August meeting then we will discuss an alternative plan of building the Community Centre possibly on the Playing Field.  It is imperative that a decision be made as soon as possible to cut the expense to the village of running two properties.

A letter dated 28th June had been received from Elgoods and copies were handed round to Councillors,  Following discussion it was agreed to arrange a meeting with Elgoods at the Parish Hall sometime after 6th August in order that both parties can put their cards n the table and move forward.  The Clerk would confirm the date of the meeting to Councillors as soon as possible.

10. Playing Field

1.  The mole catcher had been asked to attend the playing field yet again, and hopefully the problem was now under control.  It is also believed that the mouse infestation has now been sorted out.  The Cricket Club had also raised the problems of moles and mice and the situation has been explained to the Cricket Cub.

2. The Chairman explained to the meeting that a visit had been made to the Pavilion to see if there would be room, subject to alterations, for the Youth Club to move the Pool Table to the pavilion.  However following the inspection it was agreed that there was not sufficient space and the kitchen area should remain as it is.

3 .  Streetshape, Norwich – Letter dated 27th June setting out details of the company and a list of the play equipment they have available.

11.   Correspondence

1. Countryside Voice – Magazine of the C.P.R.E. – Summer 2007

2. Norfolk County Council June 2007 – further information regarding the No Smoking Legislation

3. Borough Council – Copies of Council meeting Agenda and minutes and Standards Committee Minutes.

4. Finding your Way – Mental Health Information Leaflets.  Copies  in Parish Hall

5. NCAPTC Copy of Norfolk Link, Details of the CiLCA programme and details of the new handbook available.

6. Borough Council – Statement of Accounts 2006-7

7. Downham Market Area Local Action Group – Minutes of meeting 8th June

8. Borough Council – June 2007 – Trade Waste Collection service details

9. Borough Council June 2007 King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Local Development Framework Statement of Community involvement.

10. Mott MacDonald – 6.7.07 – King’s Lynn Area Strategy.   Any commence on travel decision in King’s Lynn area by 3.8.07

11. BCKLWN – 4.7.07  Any allotments in the Parish of Welney?

12. BCKLWN 3.7.07 Thanks for details of the co-opted councillors.

13. NCC – Copy of a letter sent to Mr.Brett regarding their request to rename the bridge Dennis Booth Bridge and install a plaque on the bridge in his memory.  NCC will not agree to the request.

12.  Plans and Planning Matters 

There were no planning applications to consider or decisions to report.

13.  Highway Matters
1.  Councillors had received a copy of the Press Release from Christopher Fraser MP relating to the Wash Road, and were reminded of his surgery at Welney on 13th July.

2.  Cllr.Brown had had a meeting with Martin Edmunds from Highways and they toured around the village looking at various problem issues.  

a.  Drain outside Rose Cottage, Tipps End.  The drain was identified.  It had been covered with bricks and a paving stone to enable the owners to drive in and out of the premises.  Mr.Edmunds agreed that Highways would remove the bricks etc., and try to level off the drain cover to make access easier after they had jetted out the drain in order to clear the obstruction.






b.  Cutting of the grass verges outside the school.  This had been attended to.



c.  New Village signs -  Cllr.Brown explained that the signs could be replaced, and if we        used the basic signs they would be free.  However we could add to these signs but the Parish Council would have to meet the additional cost.  Cllr.Brown provided some ideas he had drawn.  It was agreed that Cllr.Brown would continue negotiations with Highways as to the costing of the signs etc.

d. Possibility of a pedestrian crossing near the school.  Mr.Edmunds advised that this is something that should be looked into in conjunction with the School.  The headmistress should be able to give some information if it is related to the School Travel Plan.  Fennella Potter at Highways at Norwich will also be able to help.  The Clerk advised the meeting that an enquiry for a pedestrian crossing or a lollipop lady was made a few years ago, and Council were advised that in view of the dangerous position with corners in both directions, it would not receive favourable consideration

3.  The following points were raised to be passed to Highways for consideration:

i.  Wisbech Road – Outside the Old Garden Centre – Problems still being experienced with water lying on the footpath.

ii.  Possibility of a 40mph repeater sign outside Mr.Goodger’s Farm on Wisbech Road

iii  Following the points raised in Public participation – Consideration of extending the 50 mph speed limit to include the A.1101 on the Littleport side (residential section) from Suspension Bridge,  possible road markings and signs showing that the road narrows when approaching the Suspension Bridge from the Littleport direction , and to ask Cambridgeshire Highways to provide better advance Warning Signs when the Wash is flooded near the Littleport roundabout, to try and prevent the heavy lorries coming right to the Bridge and then having nowhere to turn around,.

14.  Welney Archive and Social History Committee

Nothing to report at the present time.  Hopefully there may be an other Open Day a little later in the year.  The Chairman advised that he had received a request for a copy of a specific photograph of Bedford Bank but it could not be found in the current archive material.

15.  Parish Action Plan

Cllr.Bennett confirmed that matters are progressing albeit very slowly. He confirmed that he would be attending the C.P.R.E. meeting in King’s Lynn the following evening to talk about the work involved in preparing our Parish Action Plan.

.16.  Items for Agenda at next Meeting.

1.  The Old Chapel, Main Street, Welney.  Consideration to be given to ensure that this and any other properties do not become eyesores in the village.

2.  Agenda Item – Environmental Issues – Discussion regarding future of Field off Chestnut 
Avenue.

3.  Update on Mains Sewage situation.

3. The chairman produced a copy of the Upwell Parish Council News and it was agreed that the Clerk would bring the digital camera to the next meeting so that up to date photographs of the Parish Council can appear in a future copy of the Welney News

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, and declared the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

Signed… …K.Goodger………………………………… (Chairman.)          

Dated …… .21.8.07…………………………………

