Minutes of the Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in the Parish Hall, Welney

on Wednesday 8th February, 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Cllr.K.Goodger (Chairman) Cllrs. E.Allen, T.Bennett,, M.Brown, M.Jones,


S.Kerr, D.Rowlett and the Clerk.


Also in attendance were: Mrs.V.Spikings (Dist.Cllr), Mr.G.Thompson, Mr.G.Tomkins


Mrs.C.Bray, Mr. & Mrs. D. Levesley, Mr. &  Mrs.P.Cox, Mrs.R.Brown, Mrs.J.Jones


Ms.G.Webb and Mr.D.Birch. 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.  

He then introduced Mrs.Belinda Sutton and her colleague from Elgoods of Wisbech

He gave the meeting an outline of the options at present on the table and then gave councillors the opportunity to ask questions.

1. The chairman asked Mrs. Sutton if Elgoods were still interested in purchasing the site of the Parish Hall at the valuation figure of £60,000 and her reply was yes.

2. The Chairman went through the four options and outlined how the results of the Lamb and Flag Survey sheets had shown the feelings of villagers.

3. The next question asked was “Is Option 4 still an option?”  Mrs. Sutton explained that this option would be more difficult to work but did not rule it out completely.  However there could be problems with licensing and running the function room as part of the new pub.  The current Landlady also confirmed that there could be difficulties with noise from parties or event should in the function room and also with bookings.  If a clause were written in that the village had first use of the room for their activities, then it would limit the lettings that the landlady could take.  The whole idea of the function room was to increase their trade with various events.  It might not be possible for locals to hire the hall at “fairly short notice” for parties etc.

4. “If Elgoods purchase the site of the Hall would they be prepared to put some monies forward to assist in getting the pavilion up to standard, so that I could be used as a Parish Hall in the meantime?”  Mrs. Sutton confirmed yes, and it was agreed that a meeting should be held at the pavilion so that an exact record could be drawn up of what is required and roughly how much it would cost.  Mrs. Sutton confirmed that Elgoods would be prepared to make sure that the pavilion is available to move into as soon as they agreed the purchase of the Parish Hall site.  She did confirm that money might also be made available so that match funding  could be obtained towards the building of a New Hall in the village, and there may also be the possibility of a long-term interest free loan to help with this.  Mrs. Sutton also said that in due course she would be interested in attending a meeting at the pavilion so that she could see what was required.

5. Mrs. Sutton went on to confirm that Elgoods are not interested in making loads of money from Welney but are more concerned about putting money back into the village and helping as much as they can.  She confirmed that they had to carry out a feasibility study of the riverside area because at present they do not have planning permission for a new Public House and/or function Room.  The current planning permission on this site is for 7 houses.  She also confirmed that Option 2 is now unlikely to happen because of the subsidence at the Lamb and Flag but if they were to build a new public house it is possible that they would de-licence the Lamb and Flag and sell it as a private residence.

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Sutton and her colleague for attending the meeting and answering our questions, and we would report back to them in due course.

1.  Apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr.T.Bray, Dist.Cllr.D.Pope and C.Cllr.H.Humphrey.

2.  Casual Vacancy .  

Following the resignation of Mr.Darrel Stevens, the necessary time had elapsed for 

an election to be called.  Nothing had been heard by the Borough Council and we

were therefore requested to co-opt someone to fill the vacancy.

Two applications had been received from Mrs.J.Jones and Mr.G.Tomkins and

following a secret ballot of Councillors, Mr.Grant Tomkins was duly elected to

fill the vacancy.  Mrs.Jones was thanked for her interest and Mr,Tomkins was

congratulated on being elected and was invited to join councillors at the table.

He was handed a Pack for New Councillors, and signed the Declaration of


Acceptance Form.  Cllr.Jones declared an interest in this matter and did not vote


in the secret ballot.

3.  Declaration of Interests

Cllr.Jones declared an interest in the Youth Club which is dealt with under Playing Field..

4. Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th January, 2006 were approved

by all present and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of the meeting following the amendement of Item 6 (9) as initialled by the Chairman.

5. Matters Arising

1. The Chairman gave a report on the formation of the Welney Archive and Social

History Club (WASH)  He reported that he had been appointed Chairman and Mrs. C.Cox had been appointed as Secretary.  He confirmed that the Open Day would be held on 18th February in the Parish Hall.  Initially this had been set up as a Working Group of the Parish Council but it was now felt that it should become a Committee of the Parish Council.  On the proposal of Cllr.Brown, seconded by Cllr.Bennett it was unanimously agreed that this should be the case.  The Committee would work under the Umbrella of the Parish Council and would be subject to Parish Council Standing Orders.

2.  Comments Boxes – The Clerk confirmed that a supply of these had been left at the     

Post Office and further supplies would be available at the Parish Council meetings.

3. Village Seat – Nothing had been heard from Mr.John Loveday regarding this and the matter is therefore left in abeyance for the time being.

4. Chairs from the Wildfowl Trust – Cllr.Bennett confirmed that this matter is in hand and hopefully we should hear something in due course.

5. Millennium Arts Project – Following the last meeting the Clerk confirmed that she had advised Mrs.Fleming that the Chairman would be prepared to be the second signatory on the account.  The Chairman confirmed that he was supposed to have called and signed the form this evening, but this was not possible and it would be dealt with in the next few days.

6.  Emergency Planning – following Mr. Grundell’s visit last month, a decision would be required as to whether we wish to go forward with this.  It was agreed to leave the matter for inclusion on the Agenda at the next meeting, when hopefully Cllr.Bray would be present.

6.Public Participation

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for public participation and at the end of

the discussions, the meeting was reconvened.

7.Meeting Reports
Cllr.Bennett gave a report of the meeting of the West Norfolk Road Safety Committee that he had attended at Downham Market on 26th January, 2006.  He confirmed that the meeting had been very interesting and good discussion had taken place which was very useful.  He confirmed that the next meeting was on the 9th March, and thanks were extended to him for attending.

8.  Finance.

1. Approval of Parish Council Accounts for Payment

The following accounts had been received for payment and on the proposition of

Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Allen and agreed, the cheques were duly signed:

Mrs.P.Copeman, Clerks Salary

207 . 74




    Expenses


  17 . 34


Cheque No. 100865





225 . 08

Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk


Emptying Dog Waste Bins



Cheque No. 100863





 44 . 91


Norfolk Rural Community Council


Membership Subscription for 2006


Cheque No. 100864





 15 . 00

Paid by Direct Debit – E-on Energy charge


 50 . 83

The following cheques were drawn on the  Parish Hall account on the proposition of Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Allen and agreed 


Parish Hall 100 Club Payout (Feb &  Bonus draw)


Cheque No. 100220





175 . 00


Norfolk Association of Village Halls


2 Delegates to the AGM


Cheque No. 100221





 20 . 00

Annual Grants


A letter was received from the Welney Cygnets dated 31.1.06


thanking the Parish Council for their grant of £200.00


A letter was also received from the Welney St.Mary PCC making

an application for a Grant and requesting an increase.  It was agreed that this should be left for consideration at the next meeting.

9.  Parish Hall / Elgoods Development,

1. The electricity meters were emptied prior to the start of the meeting and thee sum

of £45.00 was removed..   The electrical equipment was tested and found to be in good working order

2.  The 100 Club draws for February then took place and the winners were as follows.

1st Prize

No.52

£50.00

Mrs. Christine Thompson

2n Prize

No.97

£25.00

Mr.Hynes

3rd Prize

No.57

£15.00

Mr.R.Marsh

4th Prize

No.5

£10.00

Mrs.N.Read

The Bonus Draw (which did not take place at Christmas) then took place and the winner of the £100.00 was No.34 Mr. John Cunningham..

2.  Parish Hall and Elgoods.

Following the information received at the beginning of the meeting it was agreed to form a Parish Council Working Group to meet and discuss matters in order that a comprehensive package could be put to the village prior to commencing negotiations with Elgoods.  It was agreed to hold a meeting at the Pavilion on Monday 13th February at 7.30 p.m. and recommendations could then be put to the next Parish Council meeting for formal approval..

4.  A letter was received from the Norfolk Association of village Halls regarding their conference and AGM on 18th March at Yaxham Village Hall. Cllrs.Brown and Kerr expressed an interest in attending and on the proposition of Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Allen this was agreed,  The cost of their visit would be paid for by the Parish Hall as detailed under Finance.

5.  The current Hire Charges for the Parish Hall were briefly considered and it was agreed to supply all Councillors with a copy of the charges so that the matter could be considered in detail at the next meeting..

10. Playing Field.

1.  Mrs.J.Jones gave a brief report on behalf of the Welney Youth Club.  She confirmed that approximately 15 children attend on a regular basis and funding had been achieved for various items.  A letter had also been received from Mrs.Jones asking if the Parish Council could assist with regard to possibly paying the hire charge for the pavilion for a period of time, to assist with their expenses.  Following a brief discussion it was agreed to leave this until the next meeting for further consideration.

2.  The Chairman and Clerk confirmed that on 25th January they had visited the pavilion and emptied the electricity meter – the sum of £65.00 having been removed.

3. Cllr.Bennett confirmed that the question of the trimming of the trees at the playing 

Field is in hand and he is contacting Darrel Stevens to arrange a date and time.

4. The Clerk confirmed that following the last meeting she had written to the Welney

Croft Cricket Club confirming the Councils agreement to increase the payment for the grass cutting to £725.00 per annum for the 2006 season.

5.  A copy of the Playing field – Norfolk Association Newsletter together with various leaflets relating to play equipment had been received.

6.  A letter was received from the Borough Council Sports Development Section with details of the Great East Anglian  Run..

11. Correspondence

1.  Norfolk Rural Community Council – Jan 2006 Membership 2006/7 Details of forthcoming events and a copy of Signpost magazine.

2.  Mr.Jon Lewis, Hilgay – Details of his Grounds Care business and details of his contract grass maintenance.  Would we be interested in receiving a quote?  Agreed we pass to the PCC at the church for their information.

3.  Borough Council – Agenda and Minutes of Council Meetings

4.  Borough Council 25.1.06  KL&WNBC Local Development Framework Submission of Draft Statement of Community Involvement for consultation.   This will replace the Local Plan (1998) with various documents setting out the planning policy across the Borough.  Representations can be made up to 10th March and it was agreed to request further copies so that Councillors can have a copy for consideration.

5.  Fenland District Council – Fenland Local Development Framework 25.1.06  Questionnaire for the Core Strategy and Development Policies to be submitted by 13th March.

6.  West Norfolk Home Watch – Details of robberies in the W.Norfolk Area.

7.  West Norfolk Citizens Advice bureau 30.1.06 – Requesting grant from the Parish Council.

8.  BCKLWN Feb.06  Parish Council Consultation Documents.  Differentiating rural Areas within KL&W Norfolk and Interim Planning Policy Guidance.  Agreed to supply each Councillor with a copy for consideration and comment.  If required a joint comment sheet could be completed at the next meeting.

9.  Peterborough City Council 30.1.06  Minerals and Waste Development Plan – comments by 13.3.06.

10.  Society of Local Council Clerks – Norfolk Branch.  Details of AGM on 4.3.06

12.  Plans and Planning Matters


Ref No. 05/02503


Mrs. C. Thompson, Tofino Lodge, March Road, Welney


Outline planning application for construction of 2 dwellings on land south of

Tofino Lodge, March Road, Welney.  Amended plan received in respect of this application omitting the garages to the two plots.

The following application was received from the Borough Council

Ref: 06/00157/F

Mr. & Mrs. D.Stock, Old Welney Nursery, Wisbech Road, Welney

Construction of a bungalow and detached garage/carport on land east of the Old Nursery. Application is for full planning permission.  Whilst council had no objections to this application, it is recorded that the plot is currently outside the village development area.

13.  Highway Matters

1. Information Boards.  The clerk confirmed that an e-mail had been received from Dave Cusden confirming that we have been allocated one of the Information boards from the West Norfolk and Breckland Rural transport Partnership.  The board is to be installed at the top of New Road, and we would be contacted when it was to be put up.  Arrangements  are in hand with Highways to take away the old pole which they erected for a notice board.

2. Dog Mess – The Clerk confirmed that a further notice had been included in the Welney News so hopefully those responsible will eventually get the message.  

3.  A copy of a letter from the Highways office to Mrs.S.Johnson re Wisbech Road dated 31.1.06 was received for information.

4. The chairman reported that the Slow Down sign on Main Street is missing some of its Led’s and it was agreed to report this to Highways for attention.             

14.Parish Action Plan

Nothing further to report at present.  Update at future meetings..

15.Any Other Business
a. Councillors were asked to consider the setting up of a Planning Committee and this would be included on the Agenda for the next meeting..

b.   Cllr. Bennett raised the question of displaying unadopted minutes on the Notice

      Board.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared

the meeting closed at 9.22 p.m.  The next meeting will take place on 8thMarch, 2006 and members were reminded that the Parish Council meeting will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7 p.m.

Signed ……K. Goodger         (Chairman)

Dated ……  8/3/06…………

