Minutes of the Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in The Parish Hall, Welney

on Tuesday 8th November, 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:
Cllr.K. Goodger (Chairman) Cllrs. E.Allen, T. Bennett, T.Bray,  M.Jones,  D.Rowlett, D.Stevens and the Clerk


Also in attendance were Dist.Cllr.V.Spikings, Mr. & Mrs. D.Levesley,


Rachel and Mark Brown, and Gina Webb, 

1.  Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. S. Kerr, Dist.Cllr.D.Pope


and C.Cllr.H.Humphrey.


The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2.  Declaration of Interests

Cllr.Jones declared an interest in the Village Youth Club, 

.3.  Minutes

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th October were  approved by all present and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting, after the following  amendments had been made and initialled by the Chairman:  Matters Arising Item 8 should read “Cllr.,Bennett asked .... and not Cllr.Bray” and Parish Hall Item 7 - the name Levesley was spelt incorrectly, 

4.  Matters Arising

1.
Visit from the Police - Following the last meeting the clerk confirmed that she had received an e-mail from C.Cllr.H.Humphrey who confirmed that he had spoken to Inspector Mick Bates regarding a visit by the Police and that he  would  be seeing him on 14.10.05 and pass on the dates of our meetings.  Cllr. Humphrey also confirmed that he had mentioned the Youth Club and given Insp. Bates Julie Jones’ telephone number to arrange a visit.  The Clerk confirmed that she had received a telephone call from Cllr.Humphrey that morning.  He had spoken to the Police again and Julian Davies will be the constable coming to see us.  He is away on a driving course but will contact us immediately he returns. 


2.  Dog Waste bin for the Playing Field - This has now been received and


has been delivered to the Playing field for installation as soon as possible


3.  Welcome Pack - The Clerk confirmed that this has now been completed

and three copies have already been distributed to newcomers to the Village, A copy has been left at the Village Shop and Mrs. Redman has promised to confirm as soon as anyone knew moves into the Parish.  Similarly if Councillors will also let the Clerk know of anyone new moving in, then a copy can be  delivered or passed to the Councillor to  make a personal delivery and contact.

4.  Parish Council Meetings - Following the brief discussion at the last meeting the Clerk confirmed that the Standing orders had been checked and these confirm “Meeting of the Council shall be held in each year on such dates and times and at such places as the Council may direct.”  In view of this information it was proposed by Cllr.Bennett, seconded by Cllr.Stevens and agreed that with effect from January, 2006, the Parish Council meetings will be held on the second Wednesday of every month, in the Parish Hall at 7.30 p.m.


5.  Village Emergency Plan - Immediately after the last meeting the Clerk

confirmed that she had received a telephone call from Mr. Grundell – Borough Council Emergency Planning Manager - and he had sent various literature and three copies of an e-tool relating to Village Emergency Planning.  Cllr.Bray handed round various paperwork relating to Emergency Planning which he had put together, and it was unanimously agreed to ask Mr.Grundell if he could attend the December meeting to talk further about this matter.


6.  Quality Parish Status - The Chairman and the Clerk gave details of a

Working Lunch they had attended at Timbers, Fincham on 2.11.05 to discuss the benefits of Quality Parish Status. A brief explanation was given and the Clerk explained that she would have to obtain a Certificate in Local Government before the matter could be considered further.  In any event we could not undertake this until 2007 - the next Parish Council elections - because the main stipulation is that at least 80% of Councillors must be appointed by election and not co-option.  It was agreed to provide all councillors with a copy of the paperwork provided at the meeting, and to consider the matter further at the next meeting.


7.  Cllr.Bennett confirmed that following the last meeting he had spoken to 

Mr.Peter Tegerdine regarding the vegetable pickers.  He had confirmed that the HSE were aware of the situation and had been in touch with the contractors concerned so that the situation did not arise again.


 8.. 
Denver and Wash Stakeholder Special Meeting - Abberton Scheme


8th November 2005 at Congham Hall.  Cllr.Bennett confirmed that he had

attended the meeting and that it had proved to be very interesting. There is a great deal of information on the website.  Although it does not directly affect this area, there are reservations about the current decisions of the Environment  Agency that affect the Old Bedford River and there are concerns about what is happening in the future which must be resolved.

9.  The Chairman requested that an item entitled “Reports of Various Meetings” should be included in the Agenda for the future, so that any Councillors or the Clerk, who attend meetings between Parish Council meetings, can give a report. 

5.  Public Participation

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for public participation. One or two items were raised and discussed, and the meeting was then reconvened.

6. Finance

a.  Approval of Parish Council Accounts for Payment

The following accounts had been received for payment and on the

proposition of Cllr.Bennett, seconded by Cllr.Allen and agreed, the cheques were duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  In view of the absence of the Vice Chairman, it was proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Allen and agreed that the Clerk should be the second signatory on this occasion.

1.  BCKLWN - Emptying Dog bins 1.7.05 to 30.9.05


Cheque No. 100850







44 . 91


2.  MBH Services Limited - Lighting Maintenance


13.10.05 to 12.12.05


Cheque No. 100851






          104 . 55


3.  Mrs.P.Copeman - Clerks Salary for Nov,
201 . 76

 Postage and Tel expenses



  28 . 78


Paper for copying etc.



  15 . 00

Cheque No. 100852






          245 . 54


The Clerk then gave details of additional hours worked since the previous


meeting over and above the 6 hours per week for which she is contracted:


Week 12.10.05 to 18.10.05

13.5 hours

7.5 hours extra


Week 19.10.05 to 25.10.05

8.5 hours

2.5 hours extra


Week 26.10.05 to 1.11.05

12.5 hours

6.5 hours extra


Week 2.11.05 to 8.11.05

6 hours

(No extra hours)


She confirmed that the hourly rate is currently £7.76

Cllr.Jones requested that this should be considered again at the next meeting following his request for the information. 






Paid by Direct Debit - 


E-on electricity supply - October

£50 . 83
Paid into the Bank on 2.11.05


BCKLWN  - Recycling Credits

£163.10

7. Parish Hall.

1.  It was confirmed that the emergency lighting and electrical equipment (including the outside light over the main door) was tested prior to this meeting, as is required, and also the electricity meters were emptied, with the total sum  of £31.00 being removed.  £4.00 was paid back into the meters to cover the heating cost for the evenings meeting.


2.  100 Club - The October Draw then took place, with members of the


public drawing the numbers.  The winners were:


1st Prize
No.15


£50.00

The Shirley Family


2nd Prize
No.36


£25.00

The Copeman Family


3rd Prize
No.100

£15.00

Mr.Barry Bruce


4th Prize
No.7


£10.00

Mrs.M. Falconer.


3.  Parish Hall and Elgoods.  -The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken


personally to Mrs.Sutton at Elgoods and she is fully aware of the current

situation.  The Clerk also confirmed that despite at least two telephone calls to Mr.Shelton at the Environment Agency nothing had been heard.  However following the latest call, Mr.Shelton had confirmed that he had spoken to Mr. Goy, the District Valuer. who had apologised for the delay in this matter and was dealing with it as a matter of urgency.  It was therefore hoped that we would hear something in the very near future.


4. The Clerk also confirmed that following a request to clarify the situation


of the Parish Hall Lease, she had contacted Mr. Stuart Chaplin of the Norfolk County Association of Parish and Town Councils.  He had read the copy sent to him and was of the opinion that the Lease is clear that the Hall belongs to the Parish and we would only be negotiating for the land on which it stands.


5.  Lamb and Flag Questionnaire - Cllr.Bray confirmed that to date 76

questionnaires had been returned and he handed round paperwork which he had prepared confirming percentages of opinion collated from those received so far.

6.  The Chairman mentioned that the hand drier in the Gent’s toilet at the Parish Hall was not working and it was agreed to have this looked at. 


8.  Playing Field.


1.
Youth Club - Cllr.Jones gave a report on the activities of the Youth

Club and their forthcoming events.  He confirmed that a Fireworks and Disco had taken place on 4.11.05 and £60 had been raised for the MacMillan Nurses. On 20.11.05 they were holding a Christmas Fair and on 16th December there would be a Bingo Night.  Enquiries were also made with regard to Father Christmas touring the village and surrounding areas on a Float, and further details would be advertised in due course.  Cllr.Stevens handed over a gift for the Youth Club.  Cllr.Jones also asked that an area should be cleared in the Pavilion as soon as possible so that it could be set up as a permanent computer room.

2.  The Chairman then gave a brief report on the meeting which had taken place at the Pavilion on 6th November.  It was confirmed that there are several broken windows in need of attention, the lock needs changing so that all parties can have a key to the pavilion, the changing rooms need to be emptied so that they an be used, the outside WC door and roof need attention and the heaters in the pavilion are not satisfactory and possibly need to be replaced with two heaters similar to those in the Parish Hall.  It was also agreed that access is needed to all areas and that the lights to the exterior need attention.  It was also agreed that the electric meter must be emptied by more than one person and should be done on a regular basis.  Furthermore the exterior lights need wiring separately so that they are no longer on the coin meter circuit.  This would then mean that the security lights could be left on.  Some of the trees overhanging the playing field are in need of cutting back and Cllr.Stevens offered to help with this.  It was proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Bray and agreed that the work detailed should be done within the next seven days and Cllr.Bray also agreed to put together a Long Term Plan of Action for consideration.

3.  The Clerk also produced the Charity Commission annual accounting form for completion with councillors details.  This was then signed by the Chairman in readiness for sending off to the Charity Commission.

9.  Correspondence

1.  Norfolk Matters

2.  Norfolk Rural Community Council - Copy of Signpost Magazine,  Details of Council Meeting at Saham Toney on 23.11.05 entitled Renewable Energy. Cllr.Bennett expressed the wish to attend this meeting.


3.  NCC 27.10.05 Consultation on Norfolk County Council’s Draft Rights


of way Improvement Plan 2006 - 2016  (Handed to Cllr.Bennett) 



4.  NCC 21.10.05 Norfolk Minerals and Waste Development Framework


Draft Statement or Community Involvement.


5.  NCC 14.10.05 - Local Transport Plan 2 Consultation.

6.  East Midlands Regional Assembly 24.10.05 Review of the East Midlands Regional Plan.

7.  N.C.A.P.T.C.  Copy of their Constitution and Annual Report.  Also a copy of the Constitution for the Norfolk Playing Fields Association, and copies of brochures relating to play equipment.


8.  A letter from a Parishioner in Chestnut Avenue regarding repairs to her


Council House.  


9.  Southern Area Road Safety Committee - Minutes of Meeting and dates


for forthcoming meetings.


10.  BCKLWN - Right to Buy Information for Council Tenants (Handed to


Cllr.Bray)

11.  Peterborough City Council 4.11.05 Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Draft Supplementary Plan Document and CD with all information (Handed to Cllr. Goodger)

12.  Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Council for Voluntary Youth Service Agenda 21 and Environment Protection (Handed to Cllr.Jones)

13.  E-mail from Cllr.B.Bruce tendering his resignation from the Parish Council. It was agreed to send a letter to Barry thanking him for all his work during his time on the Council and wishing him well for the future.  The Clerk confirmed that she would notify the Borough Council of the vacancy and the necessary notices would be published shortly in an effort to fill the position. Two persons, Mr. Mark Brown and Mr. Grant Tomkins had already expressed interest in joining the Council, and contact would be made with both of them before the next meeting.

10.  Plans and Planning Matters

A letter had been received from the Borough Council requesting the presence of the Clerk and Two Councillors at a Planning Meeting at the Corn Exchange King’s Lynn on 23.11.05 starting at 6.30 p.m.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk, the Chairman and Cllr.Bray would attend.  Dist.Cllr.Spikings confirmed that the meeting will be very important, and that the local plan will be reviewed in 2008.  Opinions will be sought from Parish Councils.  

11.  Highway Matters

Copies of letters from the NCC Highways dated 19th, 28th and 31st October had been circulated to the Councillors.  Copy of a letter from Mrs.Johnson to the highways together with a copy of their reply was also handed out.


The chairman signed the necessary forms for the positioning of the seat

which had been formerly mentioned by the Cricket Club,. and Cllrs.Bennett and Stevens agreed to meet on site to agree a location, mark same on the plan provided and them return the plan to the Clerk for sending to Highways.

The questions of Dogs Fouling footpaths and overhanging hedges was raised  and it was agreed to put a notice in the Welney News asking residents to clear up after their dogs and to keep hedges trimmed back for the safety of everyone.


The question of overhanging conifer trees at Tipsend was raised.  This is

causing problems especially with two lorries needing to pass each other, and it was agreed to write to Highways to ask them to contact the owners. in the first instance.  It was also confirmed that a vehicle has been parked in the gateway with the tow bar encroaching out onto the road.  It was felt that this could be a serious hazard and should also be reported to Highways.

The question of the gate across Meadow Lane was raised again.  Cllr. Bennett confirmed that he had all the paperwork necessary to see if the Lane can be registered as a Public Right of Way.  It was agreed that this would be better coming from individuals, and Cllr. Bennett agreed to speak to two people who had expressed a willingness to do this, and confirm that they had the full backing of the Parish Council.

12.  Parish Action Plan Update

The Open Meetings on 20th and 22nd October in the Parish Hall to Launch the Parish Action Plan had been a huge success and very well attended.  Cllr.Bray confirmed that all the questionnaires were now out, and to date 58 have already been returned.  The Collections would be commencing this coming weekend.  Grateful thanks were extended to everyone who had helped, and as soon as all the information was back and collated it was hoped to hold another Open Meeting.


13.  Any Other Business

1.  
The possibility of holding a Village Gathering or Festival for the village was discussed.    It was felt that it would be good if a Saturday Morning Coffee Morning could be held for everyone to come along and have a chat and bring ideas, and old photographs so that possibly a Photo Archive of the Village could be formed.  The draw for the Parish Action Plan Winners could also take place at the Coffee Morning.  It was agreed to put this on the Agenda for the next meeting and possibly make firm arrangements.

The date for the next meeting will be Thursday 8th December, 2005

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.28 p.m.

Signed ..........K.Goodgr.....................................................................(Chairman)

Dated .............8/12/05...................................................................
